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CHANGES IN 
PRACTICE



• Opportunities to fulfill campaign 
promises on pretrial reform

• Shifts in state leadership could move 
stalled efforts

2019 Election



Local Efforts Showing Impact



Local Efforts Showing Impact



CA Prepares for SB10

The Judicial Council of California 
has identified 16 counties to act as 
pilot sites to improve pretrial justice 
practices.
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North Carolina



Results from a rural area:

- Increasing the number of people 
given non-financial conditions by 
34% (Haywood) and 64% (Jackson). 

- Early involvement of counsel and 
bond modifications.

- Use of summons in lieu of warrant 
increased 84%.

Judicial District 30B



COMMUNITY AND 
GRASSROOTS-LED



ACLU of Colorado and the Colorado 
Freedom Fund launched a 10-week court 
watching project in the Denver-metro area.

Colorado



Cook County, Illinois

In September 2017, Cook County’s 
Chief Judge issued General Order 
18.8a, designed to limit the use of 
money bond.

The Coalition to End Money Bond, 
with the assistance of over 100 
volunteers, gathered data to 
understand the impact of the order 
and create accountability.



Massachusetts



Brooklyn Community Bail Fund 
announced it will cease operations as a 
revolving bail fund. 

New York



Rikers Island to be 

replaced with Borough 
Jails

New York



Los Angeles Board of Supervisors cancels a 
$1.7 billion contract to replace the men’s 
downtown jail.

California



LEGISLATION



Alaska

HB49 took out many provisions of SB91:

- Presumption of release based on 
assessment score is removed.

- Removes ‘clear and convincing’ 
standard for pretrial detention.

- Inability to pay showing.
- Eliminates 30-day grace period for 

people who fail to appear.



SB394, the Primary Caregiver Pretrial 
Diversion Act, allows courts to create 
diversion courts for caregivers of 
children under age 18.

California



LITIGATION



Electronic Monitoring

Arizona Court of Appeals rules that 
people cannot be forced to pay for their 
own electronic monitoring before they 
have been convicted. (Hiskett v. Lambert)



Challenging E-carceration



Federal court declares that provisions 
of a form bail contract used by 

AIA, one of the nation’s largest bail insurers, 
are void against public policy. 

Montana



• Buffin v. San Francisco 

• ODonnell v. Harris County

Settlements



What’s UP at PJI?



No Pretrial Justice without Racial Justice


